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President's Message

What a year it's been! I hope all of you have been as 
busy as I have. And as you may be aware, CSI Insti-
tute has been busy as well: New website, CDT Certi-
fication, Dynamic Chapter Initiative and FREE AIA-
CEU registration, just to mention a few.  

If you haven?t logged into the site please do so to up-
date your profile and select the communities in which 
you want to participate. Most new activities are dis-
tributed through these communities as well as some 
interesting (and often unique) group discussions. It is 
also critical to NCR and the Institute to have your lat-
est contact information so you can continue receiving 
updates and other membership information. 

The Dynamic Chapter Initiative is currently being uti-
lized by half of the chapters nationwide and is making 
a difference in how chapters develop and promote 
programs and activities. If your chapter hasn?t partici-
pated in the first round please consider doing so the 
next round which becomes available in January. 
Even if you don?t actively submit program ideas it is 
useful to listen in to the conference call to get ideas 
on to improve your members' experience and hope-
fully gain new membership. There will be more about 
what the Initiative provides in this publication. 

Also, if you haven?t heard, CSI has negotiated an op-
portunity for chapters to acquire a CEU provider 
number free through Institute. The North Central Re-
gion will also have a number available for any chap-
ter who does not have one. More about this also in 
this publication. 

Your region leadership is here to support individual 
chapters and members to obtain information to im-
prove their CSI experience and increase member-
ship. We accomplish this in a number of ways but 
primarily through our Region District Coordinators 
and directly to your presidents during a monthly con-

ference call. If you have 
any concerns or issues 
with your membership, 
please reach out to 
your leadership and we 
will try to get them re-
solved. We also wel-
come any ideas which 
can be shared with all 
of the chapters in the 
region. 

The Region Conference 
is a great opportunity learn more about NCR and 
meet colleagues from around our region so please 
plan on meeting us in St. Louis in May. The Confer-
ence provides leadership training for all aspects of 
board responsibilities, great networking and CEU?s. 
This is a great event even if you aren?t in a Leader-
ship position and I know the Greater St. Louis Chap-
ter is working to provide great experiences so I hope 
to see many of you there. 

As we enter into a new year and begin setting our 
goals for 2019, please encourage your fellow mem-
bers to get their CDT and other certifications. I also 
encourage you all to promote the benefits I know I 
have enjoyed as a member of CSI. The primary being 
the connections to fellow professionals throughout 
the country, all of whom have embraced and promote 
what I believe everyone in the industry should: Build-
ing Knowledge and Improving Project Delivery.  

Laura Jean Derrick, CSI, AIA
North Central Region President 
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Director's Message - At Your Service

We are thrilled to announce that CSI will now be an 
AIA CEU provider.  This opens every chapter to the 
CEU program starting in 2019. 15 chapters have 
signed up for the pilot program, which is now in 
progress.  This should be a wonderful way to increase 
attendance at your chapter meetings with the design 
community.

The Dynamic Chapter program started this October.  I 
know everyone is busy with their CSI year, but I would 
highly encourage you to actively participate in the 
program. Cynthia D?Amour joins us the many years of 
experience building solid chapters.  If need be, table 
some of your business and work with this program.  
Investing in yourself and chapter is time well spent and 
I trust you will enjoy your time spent with Cynthia.

Also starting in October 2018, your membership 
renewal letter will include a membership card.

Tracy Petrillo, EdH, CAE, our chief learning officer, 
continues to develop and advance our education and 
certification programs. She is working on a new faculty 
guide for the BE Prep Program in place in several 
junior colleges.

The CSI Resources website continues to evolve with 
our communities. If you have not joined this online 
experience I highly encourage you to participate. The 
discussions are lively and it?s a great way to connect 
with all our members nationally.  Please visit 
https://www.csiresources.org/home and join a 
community of interest today!

The volunteer portal has been refreshed and updated. 
If you would like to join a committee, please visit this 
page  

I would like to congratulation all the winners of Institute 
Awards in 2018. Please know your service and 
commitment to CSI is appreciated by all. Please click 
on the link to see all the 2018 award winners.

The next Master Specifiers Retreat is at the Loews 
Coronado Bay Resort in Coronado, California to be 
held from January 31 to February 3, 2019, followed by 
the MSR in Chicago at the Swissotel from June 19 to 
21.  Registration has closed for the January MSR and 
is now open for the June MSR.  Specifier registration is 
open here.

Our next board meeting will be held February 3 & 4, 
2019, so if there are any items you would like me to 
have added to the agenda, please contact me.

Please note that retired or emeritus members must be 
voted on in person by the Board.  I mention this now 
because most like to present this transition at your 
year-end awards celebration.  If you would like to 
transition a member to one of these classifications, 
please follow the instructions provided in this link so it 
can be added to the February agenda.

If you have anything further, you would like to discuss 
do not hesitate to contact me at 224-698-7732 or via 
email at alan.itzkowitz@gmail.com

It?s an honor to serve and I thank you for your support 
of CSI!

Alan Itzkowitz, FCSI, SCIP, CCS, CCCA, LEED 
AP 
Institute Director from the North Central 
Region 

CSI Contacts

Phone: (800) 689-2900

Member Services: memberservices@csinet.org

Chapter Services: chapterrelations@csinet.org

Certification: certification@csinet.org

Education: education@csinet.org

Accounting: accounting@csinet.org

Awards: awards@csinet.org

Marketing: marketing@csinet.org

Information Technology: IT@csinet.org

CEO Mark Dorsey: CEO@csinet.org
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Program Committee Report

CSI has good news for chapters that provide education 
credits for their programs. Starting in January 2019, 
your chapter may submit educational programs to 
AIA-CES (Continuing Education System) under 
Institute?s provider account at no additional 
subscription charge to your chapter. Many chapter 
leaders were concerned when AIA announced in late 
2017 they would be quadrupling the fees chapters had 
been paying as subscribers to AIA-CES. 

Many CSI chapters believe that providing AIA-CES 
credits helps increase attendance at programs. 
Availability of credits attracts not only architects and 
other licensed professionals, but also others in the 
AEC community who need continuing education to 
maintain their credentials. CSI?s decision to transition 
CDT to a full certification means more individuals will 
be requiring continuing education in 2019 and beyond.  
And although AIA credits are not necessarily the only 
way to obtain continuing education, programs 
approved by AIA seem to be accepted by most 
construction-related groups that require continuing 
education.  

If your chapter is interested in participating under 
Institute?s providership umbrella, you will need to 
contact Cathy Stegmaier [chapterrelations@csinet.org] 
and provide the following information:

- Chapter name
- Name, email address and phone number of the 

primary contact for your chapter?s learning 
programs. AIA will keep this name on file

- If your chapter currently has a provider account 
with AIA, that account number

- Whether you've already paid your AIA renewal 
for 2019 (If yes, AIA will refund your fee)

Your chapter will be responsible for managing your 
own submissions, reporting attendance, updating 
contact changes with AIA, and the requisite record 
keeping that goes along with being an AIA provider. 
Two of our region?s chapters, Chicago and Milwaukee, 
were part of a beta-test of the system, and are 
currently up and running. I have registered Greater St. 
Louis with Institute, but as of this writing we have not 
been notified that we are active for 2019. Other 
chapters within the region also likely have responded 
to the notification of this program earlier in December, 
and are in a similar position to us.

North Central Region will be joining in this initiative and 
will be able to register programs, both for the region 
itself and for chapters who need assistance with the 

process. I will be the contact person for the region, and 
will be available to answer additional questions your 
chapter might have. My email address is below, along 
with Beth Winkler from Chicago and Lynn Javoroski 
from Milwaukee/ Madison, who have generously 
agreed to be a resource for the region if you need 
assistance, suggestions, or advice on how the system 
works:

George Everding: george.everding@outlook.com
Beth Winkler: administration@csichicago.org
Lynn Javoroski: lynnjav@gmail.com

George A. Everding, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, AIA
Program Committee Chair

   

North Central Region News

President Elect Report

The North Central Region is electing a new Institute 
Director in early 2019 who will serve for a three-year 
term beginning July 1st.  A nominating committee from 
across the Region is currently seeking and evaluating 
potential candidates, and will submit between one and 
four candidates to Institute by January 14, 2019.  Time 
is short, but if you are interested in running, or want to 
nominate someone who won?t nominate themselves,
please send the information to:

Jarrod.Mann@bgcons.com as soon as possible. 

In other news, registration is OPEN for the 2019 NCR 
Conference in St. Louis, May 2-4, and the website is 
live at https://www.csincr.org/conference.  And make 
sure to mark April 30-May 2, 2020 on your calendar for 
the 2020 NCR Conference in Lawrence, KS

Jarrod Mann, CSI, LEED AP
President Elect

Certification Report

CDT Season is coming up soon! Check with your 
chapter to see if they offer CDT preparation classes, 
because many do.
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North Central Region News

Membership Report

Region membership has risen over the year.  Kudos to 
the chapter membership chairs!

Lynn Javoroski, FCSI, CCS, SCIP
Membership Chair

Awards Report

The NCR Awards Guide has been sent out to the 
Chapters and is also on the website.  The deadline for 
submission is March 1.  I will be putting together the 
Awards booklet for the dinner in St. Louis in May.  I 
am also looking for a successor, as I am planning to 
resign as Awards Chair effective June 30.  If any 
chapters have a member they would like to be 
involved with NCR, I would be happy to train them and 
bring them on the Awards Committee as we start to 
gather the submissions and vote.

David L. Neuner, Jr., CSI, CDT
NCR Awards Chair

North East Region District Coordinator Report

Milwaukee: The chapter continues to hold meetings on 
the second Monday of each month. The chapter has 
experienced lower attendance at meetings for the last 
6 months or so. It is also experiencing difficulty 
planning programs.

Madison Wisconsin: The chapter continues to hold 
meetings on the second Tuesday of each month.  The 
chapter is maintaining attendance at meetings, with 
some tendency toward growth.  Programs are planned 
ahead.

Fox River Valley: The chapter has held 3 meetings this 
year, two of those being tours.  The last tour, of a 
school under construction, was related to the first 
meeting where the presenter talked about plans for the 
school.

All three chapters have signed on to Institute's AIA 
Provider Program

Lynn Javoroski, FCSI, CCS, SCIP
North East RDC

Secretary's Report

Greetings from the office of the Secretary.  We recently 
completed our 6th board conference call on December 
12th, so we are officially halfway through this new 
fiscal year.  I hope all is going well with everyone  and 
their chapters.  Hopefully everyone is/was able to take 
a little time off for the holidays and recharge.  

There is nothing for me to report really, the meeting 
minutes have been going out for review and we 
haven?t had many issues.  If you have any questions, 
comments or concerns, please do not hesitate to let 
me know.

Steve Gantner, CSI, CCS, CCCA
Secretary

Treasurer's Report

The region is currently in the red by approximately 
$5,000, which is primarily due to seed payments 
approved by the Board sent to conference host 
chapters for the next two years.  As monthly Region 
Allocation Payments arrive from Institute, we will 
gradually trend toward the black.  Copies of the current 
budget and Treasurer's reports are available upon 
request.

An updated reimbursement policy and reimbursement 
request form are available now on the "About" page on 
the region website.

Elias Saltz, CSI, CCS, SCIP
Treasurer

Communications Chair Report

Are you on Twitter?  Follow the North Central Region's 
Twitter feed @csincr.  We regularly retweet notices 
from our chapters, members, and other interesting 
tidbits.

Elias Saltz, CSI, CCS, SCIP
Communications Chair
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North Central Region Conference
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CSI North Central Region Contacts

2018-2019 Officers

President
Laura Jean Derrick, CSI, AIA
laurajean@ljd-architect.com
(417) 863-1530

President Elect 
Jarrod Mann, CSI, LEED AP
jarrod.mann@bgcons.com
(785) 842-6464

Treasurer
Elias Saltz, CSI, CCS, SCIP
NCRTreasurerCSI@gmail.com
(847) 454-6251

Secretary
Steve Gantner, CSI, CCS, CCCA
sgantner@cannondesign.com
(314) 425-8745

Immediate Past President
Andrea Zawodny, CSI, CCS 
andrea.zawodny@hok.com 
(816) 472-2125

2018-2019 Chapters' Region Directors

Central Illinois Central Iowa 
Charles Janson, CSI, CDT 
chuckj@dscdg.com
(515) 681-4183 

Central Missouri
Susan Hart, CSI, CDT
shart@huebertbuilders.com
(573) 449-4996

Chicago
Drew Clausen, CSI
drew.clausen@owenscorning.com
(630) 845-0339

Crandic
Paul Nichols, CSI, CCS, AIA
pnichols@rohrbachassociates.com
(319) 338-9311

Flint Hills
Ronald Ray, CSI, CDT
rjray.architect@gmail.com
(816) 531-2707 

Fox River Valley
David Atkins, PE, CSI, SE
David.atkins@aecom.com
(920) 406-3145

Greater Saint Louis
David Neuner Jr., CSI, CDT
dneunerjr@dlneuner.com
(314) 962-2377

Illowa
Greg Ward, CSI
Greg.ward@stetsons.com
(309) 788-8412

Kansas City
Sara Gilliam, AHC, CSI 
sara.gilliam@assaabloy.com
(816) 863-8334

Madison Wisconsin
Ross Mori, PE, CSI, SE
rmori@trachte.com
(608) 837-7899

Mid Kansas
Chris McCarthy, CSI
christopher.j.mccarthy@sherwin.com
(316) 655-7503

Milwaukee
Lynn Javoroski, FCSI, CCS, SCIP
lynnjav@gmail.com

Minneapolis-Saint Paul
Cynthia Long, CSI, CDT
clong@inspec.com
(763) 546-3434 

Nebraska
Stuart Poyner, CSI
spoyner@alleypoyner.com
(402) 341-1544

Northern Illinois
Fred Burr, CSI
fburr911@sbcglobal.net
(708) 302-3786

Red River Valley
Brandon Hopperstad, CSI, CCS
bhopperstad@parksite.com
(215) 368-0172

Southwest Missouri
Paul Hulett, CSI
phulett@rewmaterials.com
(417) 893-6658

Twin Ports 
Todd Johnson, CSI 
todd.johnson@lafarge.com 
(218) 348-7041 
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CSI North Central Region Contacts

Institute Liaisons

CSI Institute Director
Alan Itzkowitz, FCSI, CCS, CCCA
alan.itzkowitz@gmail.com
(224) 698-7732

College of Fellows Regional Representatives
John  Rickert, FCSI 
john.rickert@hdrinc.com
(402) 926-7151

Jon Papke, FCSI, CCS, AIA
jon.papke@target.com
(612) 761-1594

Alan Itzkowitz, FCSI, CCS, CCCA
alan.itzkowitz@gmail.com
(224) 698-7732

District Coordinators

North East District
Lynn Javoroski, FCSI, CCS, SCIP
lynnjav@gmail.com

South East District
Fred Burr, CSI
fburr911@sbcglobal.net
(708) 302-3786

Central District
Daryl Robinson, RA, CSI, CCS, AIA
drobinson@neumannmonson.com
(319) 248-4789

South West District
Mike Coan, CSI, AIA
mcoan@dewitt-associates.com

(417)  881-4820 

North West District
Kermit Duncan, CSI, CCCA, AIA
kermit.duncan@kda-pa.com
(612) 685-3030

Committee Chairs

Awards
David Neuner Jr., CSI, CDT
dneunerjr@dlneuner.com
(314) 962-2377

Electronic Communication
Elias Saltz, CSI, CCS, SCIP
esaltz.specs@gmail.com
(847) 454-6251

Certification
Ron Ray, RA, CSI, CDT, AIA
rjray.architect@gmail.com
(816) 531-2707

Programs/Education
George Everding, FCSI, CCS, CCCA
george.everding@outlook.com
(314) 517-7800

Academic Liaison
Peter Grotenhuis, CSI, CDT
petegrot@gmail.com
(630) 240-8530

Membership
Lynn Javoroski, FCSI, CCS, SCIP
lynnjav@gmail.com

Nominating
OPEN
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CSI North Central Region Contacts
Chapter Contacts

Central Illinois Central Iowa 
President Mike Warner
mwarner@siouxcitybrick.com
(515) 254-0196

Central Missouri

Chicago
Exec. Director Beth Winkler
administration@csichicago.org
(773) 466-4147

Crandic
President Daryl Robinson
drobinson@neumannmonson.com
(319) 248-4789

Flint Hills
President Richard Tilghman
dtilghman@treanorhl.com
(785) 371-0780

Fox River Valley
President David Atkins
David.atkins@aecom.com
(920) 406-3145

Greater Saint Louis
Exec. Director Linda Berra
lberra@charter.net
(314) 707-6444

Illowa
Greg Ward
Greg.ward@stetsons.com
(309) 788-8412

Kansas City
President Joel Pasley
joel.pasley@jedunn.com
(816) 292-8650

Madison Wisconsin
President Karl Kraemer
1775honeycreek@gmail.com
(608) 254-6181

Mid Kansas
President Christopher McCarthy
christopher.j.mccarthy@sherwin.com
(316) 655-7503

Milwaukee
President Steven Groth
steveg@uihlein-wilson.com
(414) 271-8899 

Minneapolis-Saint Paul
Administrator Shelby Laramy
slaramy@intrinxec.com 
(952) 564-3044 

Nebraska
President Stuart Poyner
spoyner@alleypoyner.com
(402) 341-1544

Northern Illinois
President Alfred Schaffer
emw.inc@gmail.com
(847) 910-0899

Red River Valley
President Brandon Hopperstad
bhopperstad@parksite.com
(215) 368-0172 

Southwest Missouri
President Paul Hulett
jphulett@rewmaterials.com
(417) 893-6658

Twin Ports 
President Hugh Reitan
hugh@builderscommonwealth.com
(218) 726-1192

Newsletter Editor:
Elias Saltz, CSI, CCS, SCIP

esaltz.specs@gmail.com
(847) 454-6251
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